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DROUGHT ADAPTATION IN THE WEST 



Western States Water Council 

 Advisor to 18 western Governors  

 Provides collective voice 

 Fosters collaboration  

 Formal affiliate of the Western
 Governors’ Association  

*These comments are my own and not necessarily
 those of the WSWC, WGA, or its member states 













*Llano, TX    -     Photo by Erich Schlegel, New York Times 

RESPONSES: 

•  Conservation 

• Water transfers 

• Water right                                                                  
 enforcement 

•  Task forces  

•  Emergency
 Declarations 

•  Assistance
 Programs 



Planning for Drought – Texas  

*Slide courtesy of Robert Mace, Texas Water Development Board  



Supporting Local Efforts - California 

“Projects and programs that urban and agricultural
 agencies have been putting in place (often with state
 financial assistance) to improve local water supply
 reliability…help with drought preparedness.” 

*California Drought Contingency Plan, Nov. 2010 



Educating the Public- Utah 

*Image from www.slowtheflow.org  -   Utah Governors’ Water Conservation Team 



POLICY NEEDS: 

•  Basic Data 

•  Comprehensive,
 integrated
 response 

• NIDIS 

• Higher public
 priority for water 





Questions? 

Nathan Bracken 
nbracken@wswc.utah.gov 

(801) 685-2555 


